




GROUP IDENTIFICATION CAUSE IDENTIFICATION

Perceived threat to cohesiveness, positive group image:

“We share the same values. [...] we have many things in common.

We are similar.” (RW_P13)

Reason to start

a conflict

Perceived threat to effectiveness:

“[Not excluding other] is not beneficial for the effectiveness of

actions” (LW_P09)

Protecting cohesiveness of the group, sustaining the

prototypicality:

“I see that this person does not fit in with us” (RW_P13)

Goal of the

conflict

resolution

process

Resolving problems which are lowering efficacy:

“Unless the conflict paralyzes the activities in some way, I am not

involved” (LW_P06)

Group has value in itself, other activists are friends:

“We are able to connect with each other emotionally, these people

replace family for me” (RW_P04)

Perception of a

group and

group

members

Group instrumentally serves a cause, other activists are

co-workers:

“For each other we are [...] work colleagues.” (LW_P09)

Binding strategies:

mediations: “The most spectacular was probably the mediation

between cities for 19 people.” (LW_P09)

reconciliation circles: “We sit in circles until we get to the point of

simply getting that perspective” (LW_P02)

striving to improve relationships: “We sat down and talked about

what he could do next time” (LW_P01)

Punitive strategies:

call-outs: “Sometimes [...] a person can be cancelled.” (LW_P03)

punishing: “People stopped talking to me” (LW_P03)

exclusion: “Some [people] are very strongly opposed to exclusion.

[...] But it is precisely for such reasons that these groups fall

apart.” (LW_P08)

Preferred

coping

strategies

Pragmatic strategies:

preserving time/energy by avoiding the conflict: “I decided that if

the matter was important enough to me, I would suffer.” (RW_P11)

engaging in problem-solution: “We often postpone it, or put these

on hold, because we have to live normally” (LW_P02)

ignoring emotions/problem: “I'm tired of other people's emotions

[...] I would focus on fighting for environmental protection, not on

emotional circles” (LW_P07)

leaving the group: “I felt that more energy was going into arguing

than into action, so I went somewhere else” (LW_P06)

Participants: Eighteen semi-structured interviews, self-identified activists, 7 right-wing

(RW) and 11 left-wing (LW) participants.

Recruitment: Communication platforms and snowball sampling (due to the closed

nature of groups, especially right-wing ones). No additional criteria (e.g., experience) to

capture a broad spectrum of experience

Procedure: semi-structured interviews were conducted in various regions of Poland

(online/in person). Recorded with consent, transcribed (Trint), and anonymized. After

the interviews, participants completed a survey (demographics, political orientation,

level of engagement).

Analysis: A critical realist Thematic Analysis (Wiltshire & Ronkainen, 2021) using

MAXQDA 2024

Methodology

Fighting together, fighting each other: The role of multiple identities in
activist group conflict

Introduction

Discussion & Key Takeaways
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Aim: investigation of the role of multiple social identities in reactions to an

intragroup conflict among activists

Unique characteristics: flat, non-hierarchical structures of activist groups breed

structural ambiguity and internal clashes (Ackland & O'Neil, 2011; Hoggett &

Randall, 2018; Reykowski, 2014)

Identity and conflicts: activism is embedded in an individual’s self-concept

(Corrigall-Brown, 2011)and perceived intragroup discrepancy poses a direct threat to

identity, thereby amplifying conflict intensity.

Two types of identifications: This project is focused on two identifications possible

to adopt for activists (e.g., Ackland & O'Neil, 2011; Biernat et al., 1999; Corrigall-

Brown, 2011):

identification with the activist group, where individual self-identify as a

member of the group (Carmona-Moya et al., 2021),

identification with the cause, where individual self-identify as a person

dedicated to a certain issue or a set of values, followed by incorporating those

issues or values into overall sense of self.

The prevalence of conflict: Conflict is an inherent part of activism. High ideals and

expectations of unity often create rigid behavioral demands and pressure to take sides.

Identification with a Group: Individuals who strongly identify with a group

prioritize team cohesion and view other members as friends. In conflict situations,

they experience strong negative affect and choose either binding (unity) or punitive

(exclusion of dissidents) responses.

Identification with a Cause: Goal-oriented individuals prioritize efficiency, treating

others as collaborators. They tend to respond pragmatically: they ignore minor

disagreements or leave the group if conflict paralyzes action.

RESULTS: DIFFERENCES BETWEEN IDENTIFICATIONS

Research questions:

How does the type of identification (group vs. cause) shape activists' perceptions of

conflict?

How does an activist's identification type relate to their preferred strategies for

dealing with conflict?

Declarations vs. Practice discrepancy: There's a clear discrepancy between

statements and practice. While activists claim that criminal justice is a last resort, the

reality is rife with mass cases of "callouts," ostracism, and exclusion of those with

differing opinions. This leads to disillusionment and a loss of trust.

LW vs. RW comparison: The LW opposes violations of group norms such as

equality, care, non-hierarchy, and transparency; calling out individuals who violate

them serves transparency. On the RW, group itself and group loyalty are important, so

showing intragroup conflicts in a general forum does not serve the purpose of

protecting the group. Confining discussions to the involved parties mitigates the

visibility of these conflicts.



When working with issues of social and political activism, it is essential to

engage in transparent reflection on one's own political positioning, as

both its similarity to and difference from that of the research participants

may influence the analytical process (Corlett i Mavin, 2018).

We decided to continuously reflect on our positionalities and assumptions

in order to intentionally identify our similarities and make space for our

differences in the research process; we find our diversity to be our most

valuable resource and research tool.

Our team consists of 17 people with eleven undergraduate students,

three PhD candidates and three academic researchers and teachers

working as assistant professors at public university in Poland.

While we encounter and discuss generational differences between us, we

also experience many similarities in terms of our feelings and thoughts,

interests and passions, lifestyles, values etc.

Despite the differences between us, we recognize ourselves as a

relatively homogeneous group of people, what may reflect some

characteristics of Polish society, but even more the homogeneity of the

academic institution with which we are affiliated.

This project grew as an attempt to understand the mental wellbeing of left-wing,

right-wing and environmental activists. Initially, the semi-structured interviews that

had undergone the reanalysis were gathered for the purposes of four different projects

conducted in Poland, which weren’t focused on gathering data about psychological

wellbeing, burnout and fatigue, themes related to mental health of activists emerged

spontaneously in the course of interviews. Therefore, we explored these themes and

meanings associated with mental health and well-being among environmental, right-

wing and left-wing activists, as they seem important to the participants.

(Mao et al., 2025; Hughes et al., 2020; Vaccaro, Mena, 2011)

Origins of the project

Research questions

Group positionality - introducing our team

The research that provided the transcripts for current material has been an attempt

towards better understanding why people are choosing radical and extremist

activism in the name of social issues that are important to them. However, the research

participants mentioned their mental wellbeing spontaneously, without the

researchers’ involvement. Thus grew the possibility of putting this data into the realm

of Open Science, and consequently, the project represented via this poster.

It is important that gathered data are de-identified so that it is impossible to

identify research participants.

However, there are some groups, whose members are easy to distinguish even

though there have been made efforts to anonymise them: for example, people who

belong to activist organizations; these groups consist of small amounts of

members, who also take part in specific events that can be recognized based solely

on the context of the interview.

That is why this specific data could not be published online for anyone to see and

use. Yet we consider this project to be Open Science because we decided to share

gathered data with both other BiC Lab members and psychology students, who

decided to engage in this research project upon the announcement during classes.

Moreover interviews were executed by different researchers, so transcripts varied

in terms of length, style, depth and quality of the data and that could also affect

depth and quality of each analysis.

Open Science research project - promises and

challenges

Burnout and fatigue in proenvironmental, left-wing and right-

wing activists

A universal presence of fatigue, but strong differences in how it is interpreted, named,

and socially legitimized across activist groups.

Left-wing activists tend to explicitly frame burnout as a consequence of sustained

political engagement and activist involvement. - “Yes. Well, to burn out, I burned out

very badly.” (Female, +20 years old)

Right-wing activists are less likely to explicitly label experiences of burnout, which may

reflect its status as a discursively sensitive or taboo concept. The absence of explicit

terminology does not imply absence of experience; burnout-related fatigue may still be

present but remains less verbally articulated or framed in different words within right-

wing activist discourse. - “The first rule of, let's say, being active in politics is that

you can't get too involved, because then you get overstimulated. And I had

overstimulation once.” (Male, +20 years old)

Burnout is not always experienced as a purely negative phenomenon; for some activists

it is also framed in more ambivalent or even positive terms.

Experiences of burnout can contribute to the development of more mature forms of

activism, including better boundary-setting and selective engagement in actions

perceived as most effective. - “I have sorted out certain things, I know myself, my

limitations and also my needs, that I know that I can let go of certain things.”

(Male, middle-aged)

Burnout is associated with learning to prioritize personal needs and maintain a healthier

work–activism balance. - “You can only burn out from something that you lose

control over a bit.” (Non-binary activist)

The concept of post-burnout growth emerged in the data, conceptualized analogously to

post-traumatic growth, describing positive psychological changes following burnout

experiences. - “It was this experience of burnout that made it possible for me to

cope with it, to be able to work through it, to come out of it stronger” (Male,

middle-aged)

Findings

Mental health in proenvironmental, left-wing and right-

wing activists

Activist communities often attract neurodivergent individuals due to their

inclusiveness; at the same time, neurodivergence itself may increase engagement in

activism. - “Most of the activist people I've been in contact with are

neuroatypical. I'm incredibly fascinated by it, because I think it can't be a

coincidence. In the sense that there must be something either in the activist

environment that attracts neuroatypical people, or something in neuroatypality

that causes them to become activists.” (Non-binary activist)

A sense of efficacy and the belief that one can make a meaningful impact emerged as

important protective factors for psychological well-being.

Mental health was frequently experienced and discussed in the context of

interpersonal relationships across activist groups.

Among right-wing activists, mental health was primarily linked to family

relationships, which were perceived as safe spaces for expressing emotions and

discussing psychological well-being. - “In general, the family is the most important

individual for me, the most important organism, such a fundamental one in

social life, without which the national community could not exist, so I do not put

the interests of my family above any other interests (...)” (Male, 22 years old)

Among left-wing activists and proenviromental, mental health became particularly

salient in the context of conflicts and tensions within activist communities. - “I, for

example, would like to focus on the fight against the system and the fight for

environmental protection, and not on successive circles of emotions and not

solving someone's mental problems.” (Female, 30 years old)

Distinct discourses surrounding mental health emerged across groups: left-wing

activists openly discussed psychological distress and mental health crises, often

treating them as legitimate topics of activist concern (“But you also have to

remember that you can't sit at the station for 13 hours accepting these refugees.

You also have to sleep yourself”) (Male in his mid twenties), whereas right-wing

activists tended to avoid psychological terminology and were less likely to frame their

experiences in mental health terms.
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Mental health and psychological well-being of people engaging in social and political

activism (reanalysis of qualitative data)

The Aim of Our Study

The focus of the study is mental health and psychological

well-being of individuals who collectively engage in social

and political causes, usually referred to as activists.

The aim of the study is to describe and understand

activists’ experiences of mental health and well-being. It

explores participants’ perspectives on their own and fellow

activists’ health, well-being and stress, as well as mental

health discourses prevalent among activists.

The present study focuses on mental health, understood in

multidimensional and comprehensive sense.

1. How do activists experience and make sense of their social and

political engagement in the context of mental health and well-being?

2. What emotions are related to activism and what is their role in

mental health and psychological well-being?

3. How do different temporal perspectives associated with activist

engagement influence activists’ mental health and psychological well-

being?

4. What are the meanings and significance of values related to activist

engagement in the context of mental health and well-being?

1.

These questions and issues addressed in our study originate from a

preliminary analysis of interviews conducted in the initial stage of our

project, as well as from our previous studies, academic literature and

other professional and personal encounters with activism.

A Reflexive Thematic Analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2021), situated within the

interpretive paradigm.

Enables analysis of a rich collection of data, in which we seek for some

regularities.

At the same time a rich and in-depth description and interpretation of

subjective perspectives of participants can be achieved.

The research includes elements of participatory approach and incorporates

critical understanding of mental health.

Before the factual reanalysis process occured, students who were part of the

developing research group were trained in the method.

The team of 12 researchers reanalysed 40 interviews using the approach to

develop reccuring topics in these interviews.

Researchers who analyzed interviews with the same type of activists (right-

wing, left-wing and environmental) compared their results.

Research Sample

A reanalysis of existing data collected in four other research projects; therefore,

no specific sampling or case selection strategy is designed in the current study.

The participants in the original studies were volunteers recruited through

purposive and snowball sampling.

They were engaged in social and political activism related to different causes and

political orientations (right-wing, left-wing, climate).

Most of them were around 20 years old, however the youngest participant was

17 years old, while the oldest - around 60.

Relatively balanced gender distribution, comprising comparable numbers of

women and men, alongside one non-binary participant.

Most participants had completed or were currently pursuing higher education.

The sample included recent secondary school graduates, university students,

working adults with children, individuals who had experienced marriage or

divorce, and a few respondents approaching retirement age.
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Our research shows the way to the pioneering results

in terms of understanding the psychological

wellbeing of right-wing activists specifically, as

there is little research on this topic. We took care to

approach these interviews with curiosity, as our aim

was to understand these activists, not pathologize

their activities (Schumann et al., 2022).

Our research project had been accepted by the Faculty

of Philosophy’s Ethical Committee (decision nr.

69_2025). Additonally, our project has been

preregistered in OSF - feel free to scan QR code to

see our submission!

Active participation in 3rd Conference of The Association of

European Qualitative Researchers in Psychology (EQuiP) in

Lyon, France, where we are presenting symposium titled

“Open Science qualitative research project on mental health

and activism” which involves presentations on: Open

Science, individual and group reflexivity, burnout and

fatigue and mental health of the activists.

The feedback we will receive will help us develop our

research as well as analysis and integration of the results

Publication of 3 research articles covering our research and

results; they will cover topics of:

1.Burnout and fatigue in environmental, left-wing, and

right-wing activists

2.Preactivist and political-engagement-related

determinants of mental health and well-being in activists

3.Loneliness, close relationships, and mental health of

activists

Activists represent a high-engagement population in which psychological well-being is closely

intertwined with sustained political and social involvement.

Studying activists allows for examining how mental health is shaped not only by individual

factors, but also by collective identities, ideological commitments, and group dynamics.

Activist contexts make visible how psychological experiences such as burnout are socially

constructed, named, and legitimized differently across political orientations.

The findings highlight that mental health is not only an individual outcome, but also a

discursive and political phenomenon embedded in broader value systems.

Understanding activists’ experiences is crucial for identifying both risks (e.g., burnout, fatigue,

conflicts) and protective factors (e.g., sense of efficacy, community support, meaning-

making).

There is a need for further research to better understand systematic differences in how mental

health is discussed, named, and interpreted across activist groups with different

ideological orientations.

Understanding these processes is important for developing more nuanced, context-sensitive

models of mental health in politically engaged populations.

Future studies should examine the social and political mechanisms that shape these

discursive differences, including group norms, moral frameworks, and perceived legitimacy

of psychological language.
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Origins of the projo ect

This projo ect grew as an attempt to understand the mental wellbeing of leftff -wing,

right-wing and environmental activists. Initially, the semi-strurr ctutt red interviews that

had undergone the reanalysis were gathered foff r the purprr oses of foff ur diffff eff rent projo ects

condudd cted in Poland, which weren’t foff cused on gathering data about psychological

wellbeing, burnout and faff tigue, themes related to mental health of activists emerged

spontaneously in the course of interviews. Therefoff re, we explored these themes and

meanings associated with mental health and well-being among environmental, right-

wing and leftff -wing activists, as they seem important to the participants.

(Mao et al., 2025; Hughes et al., 2020; Vaccaro, Mena, 2011)

Our research shows the way to the pioneering results

in terms of understanding the psychological

wellbeing of right-wing activists specififf cally,yy as

there is little research on this topic. WeWW took care to

apaa proach these interviews with curiosity,yy as our aim

was to understand these activists, not pathologize

their activities (Schumann et al., 2022).

Our research projo ect had been accepted by the Faculty

of Philosophy’s Ethical Committee (decision nr.

69_2025). Additonally,yy our projo ect has been

preregistered in OSF - feff el frff ee to scan QR code to

see our subu mission!

Groupuu positionality - introdudd cing our team

When working with issues of social and political activism, it is essential to

engage in transparent reflff ection on one's own political positioning, as

both its similarity to and diffff eff rence frff om that of the research participants

may inflff uence the analytical process (Corlett i Mavin, 2018).

We decided to continuously reflff ect on our positionalities and assumptions

in order to intentionally identifyff our similarities and make space foff r our

diffff eff rences in the research process; we fiff nd our diversity to be our most

valuaba le resource and research tool.

Our team consists of 17 people with eleven undergraduate students,

three PhD candidates and three academic researchers and teachers

working as assistant profeff ssors at pubu lic university in Poland.

While we encounter and discuss generational diffff eff rences between us, we

also experience many similarities in terms of our feff elings and thoughts,

interests and passions, lifeff styles, values etc.

Despite the diffff eff rences between us, we recognize ourselves as a

relatively homogeneous group of people, what may reflff ect some

characteristics of Polish society, but even more the homogeneity of the

academic institut tion with which we are affff iff liated.

Open Science research projo ect - promises and

challenges

The research that provided the transcripts foff r current material has been an attempt

towards better understanding why people are choosing radical and extremist

activism in the name of social issues that are important to them. However, the research

participants mentioned their mental wellbeing spontaneously, without the

researchers’ involvement. Thus grew the possibility of putting this data into the realm

of Open Science, and consequently, the projo ect represented via this poster.

It is important that gathered data are de-identififf ed so that it is impossible to

identifyff research participants.

However, there are some groupuu s, whose members are easy to distinguish even

though there have been made effff off rts to anonymise them: foff r example, people who

belong to activist organizations; these groupuu s consist of small amounts of

members, who also take part in specififf c events that can be recognized based solely

on the context of the interview.

That is why this specififf c data could not be pubu lished online foff r anyone to see and

use. Yet we consider this project to be Open Science because we decided to share

gathered data with both other BiC Laba members and psychology stutt dents, who

decided to engage in this research projo ect upuu on the announcement dudd ring classes.

Moreover interviews were executed by diffff eff rent researchers, so transcripts varied

in terms of length, style, depth and quality of the data and that could also affff eff ct

depth and quality of each analysis.
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Research questions Method

1. How do activists experience and make sense of their social and

political engagement in the context of mental health and well-being?

2. What emotions are related to activism and what is their role in

mental health and psychological well-being?

3. How do diffff eff rent temporal perspectives associated with activist

engagement inflff uence activists’ mental health and psychological well-

being?

4. What are the meanings and signififf cance of values related to activist

engagement in the context of mental health and well-being?

1.

These questions and issues addressed in our stutt dy originate frff om a

preliminaryrr analysis of interviews condudd cted in the initial stage of our

projo ect, as well as frff om our previous stutt dies, academic literatutt re and

other profeff ssional and personal encounters with activism.

A Reflff exive Thematic Analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2021), situtt ated within the

interpretive paradigm.

Enaba les analysis of a rich collection of data, in which we seek foff r some

regularities.

At the same time a rich and in-depth description and interpretation of

subu jb ective perspectives of participants can be achieved.

The research includes elements of participatory approach and incorporates

critical understanding of mental health.

Befoff re the faff ctutt al reanalysis process occured, stutt dents who were part of the

developing research groupuu were trained in the method.

The team of 12 researchers reanalysed 40 interviews using the apa proach to

develop reccuring topics in these interviews.

Researchers who analyzed interviews with the same type of activists (right-

wing, leftff -wing and environmental) compared their results.

The Aim of Our Stutt dy

The foff cus of the stutt dy is mental health and psychological

well-being of individudd als who collectively engage in social

and political causes, usually refeff rred to as activists.

The aim of the stutt dy is to describe and understand

activists’ experiences of mental health and well-being. It

explores participants’ perspectives on their own and feff llow

activists’ health, well-being and stress, as well as mental

health discourses prevalent among activists.

The present stutt dy foff cuses on mental health, understood in

multidimensional and comprehensive sense.

Research Sample

A reanalysis of existing data collected in foff ur other research projo ects; therefoff re,

no specififf c sampling or case selection strategy is designed in the current stutt dy.

The participants in the original stutt dies were volunteers recrurr ited through

purposive and snowball sampling.

They were engaged in social and political activism related to diffff eff rent causes and

political orientations (right-wing, leftff -wing, climate).

Most of them were around 20 years old, however the youngest participant was

17 years old, while the oldest - around 60.

Relatively balanced gender distribution, comprising comparaba le numbers of

women and men, alongside one non-binaryrr participant.

Most participants had completed or were currently pursuing higher education.

The sample included recent secondaryrr school gradudd ates, university stutt dents,

working adudd lts with children, individudd als who had experienced marriage or

divorce, and a feff w respondents apaa proaching retirement age.

Findings

Burnrr out and faff tigue in proenvironmental, leftff -wing and right-

wing activists

A universal presence of faff tigue, but strong diffff eff rences in how it is interprr reted, named,

and socially legitimized across activist groupu s.

Leftff -wing activists tend to explicitly frff ame burnrr out as a consequence of sustained

political engagement and activist involvement. - “Yes. Well, to burn out, I burned out

very badly.” (Female, +20 years old)

Right-wing activists are less likely to explicitly laba el experiences of burnrr out, which may

reflff ect its statutt s as a discursively sensitive or taba oo concept. The aba sence of explicit

terminology does not imply aba sence of experience; burnrr out-related faff tigue may still be

present but remains less verbr ally articulated or frff amed in diffff eff rent words within right-

wing activist discourse. - “The fiff rst rule of,ff let's say, being active in politics is that

you can't get too involved, because then you get overstimulated. And I had

overstimulation once.” (Male, +20 years old)

Burnrr out is not always experienced as a purely negative phenomenon; foff r some activists

it is also frff amed in more ambivalent or even positive terms.

Experiences of burnrr out can contribute to the development of more matutt re foff rms of

activism, including better boundaryrr -setting and selective engagement in actions

perceived as most effff eff ctive. - “I have sorted out certain things, I know myself,ff my

limitations and also my needs, that I know that I can let go of certain things.”

(Male, middle-aged)

Burnrr out is associated with learnrr ing to prioritize personal needs and maintain a healthier

work–kk activism balance. - “You can only burn out frff om something that you lose

control over a bit.” (Non-binaryrr activist)

The concept of post-burnrr out growth emerged in the data, conceptutt alized analogously to

post-traumatic growth, describing positive psychological changes foff llowing burnrr out

experiences. - “It was this experience of burnout that made it possible foff r me to

cope with it, to be able to work through it, to come out of it stronger” (Male,

middle-aged)

Mental health in proenvironmental, leftff -wing and right-

wing activists

Activist communities oftff en attract neurodivergent individudd als dudd e to their

inclusiveness; at the same time, neurodivergence itself may increase engagement in

activism. - “Most of the activist people I've been in contact with are

neuroatypical. I'm incredibly faff scinated by it, because I think it can't be a

coincidence. In the sense that there must be something either in the activist

environment that attracts neuroatypical people, or something in neuroatypality

that causes them to become activists.” (Non-binaryrr activist)

A sense of effff iff cacy and the belief that one can make a meaningfuff l impact emerged as

important protective faff ctors foff r psychological well-being.

Mental health was frff equently experienced and discussed in the context of

interprr ersonal relationships across activist groupuu s.

Among right-wing activists, mental health was primarily linked to faff mily

relationships, which were perceived as safeff spaces foff r expressing emotions and

discussing psychological well-being. - “In general, the faff mily is the most important

individual foff r me, the most important organism, such a fuff ndamental one in

social lifeff , without which the national community could not exist, so I do not put

the interests of my faff mily above any other interests (...)” (Male, 22 years old)

Among leftff -wing activists and proenviromental, mental health became particularly

salient in the context of conflff icts and tensions within activist communities. - “I, foff r

example, would like to foff cus on the fiff ght against the system and the fiff ght foff r

environmental protection, and not on successive circles of emotions and not

solving someone's mental problems.” (Female, 30 years old)

Distinct discourses surrounding mental health emerged across groupuu s: leftff -wing

activists openly discussed psychological distress and mental health crises, oftff en

treating them as legitimate topics of activist concernrr (“But you also have to

remember that you can't sit at the station foff r 13 hours accepting these refuff gees.

You also have to sleep yourself”ff ) (Male in his mid twenties), whereas right-wing

activists tended to avoid psychological terminology and were less likely to frff ame their

experiences in mental health terms.

What is next? Discussion

Active participation in 3rdrr CoCC nfn eff rerr nce ofo ThTT e Association ofo

Eurorr po ean Qualitative Researcrr hersrr in PsPP ys chologygg (E(( QuiPii )P in

LyLL on, France, where we are presenting symposium titled

“Open Science qualitative research projo ect on mental health

and activism” which involves presentations on: Open

Science, individual and group reflff exivity,yy burnout and

faff tigue and mental health of the activists.

The feff edbdd ack we will receive will help us develop our

research as well as analysis and integration of the results

Pubu lication of 3 research articles covering our research and

results; they will cover topics of:ff

1.Burnout and faff tigue in environmental, leftff -wing, and

right-wing activists

2.Preactivist and political-engagement-related

determinants of mental health and well-being in activists

3.Loneliness, close relationships, and mental health of

activists

Activists represent a high-engagement population in which psychological well-being is closely

intertwined with sustained political and social involvement.

Stutt dying activists allows foff r examining how mental health is shapaa ed not only by individudd al

faff ctors, but also by collective identities, ideological commitments, and group dynamics.

Activist contexts make visible how psychological experiences such as burnrr out are socially

constructed, named, and legitimized diffff eff rently across political orientations.

The fiff ndings highlight that mental health is not only an individual outcome, but also a

discursive and political phenomenon embedded in broader value systems.

Understanding activists’ experiences is crurr cial foff r identifyff ing both risks (e.g., burnout, faff tigue,

conflff icts) and protective faff ctors (e.g., sense of effff iff cacy,yy community supuu port, meaning-

making).

There is a need foff r fuff rther research to better understand systematic diffff eff rences in how mental

health is discussed, named, and interpreted across activist groups with diffff eff rent

ideological orientations.

Understanding these processes is important foff r developing more nuanced, context-sensitive

models of mental health in politically engaged populations.

Fututt re stutt dies should examine the social and political mechanisms that shape these

discursive diffff eff rences, including groupuu norms, moral frff ameworks, and perceived legitimacy

of psychological language.
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INTRODUCTION

DRIVERS OF BELIEF IN CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Conspiracy beliefs are associated with many undesirable social, political and personal outcomes (Jolley et al., 2022, Daniel Toribio‐Flórez, et al.,

2024). At the same time they persist as a prominent feature of public discourse and political narratives. Psychological motives driving conspiracy

beliefs can be categorized as: (1) epistemic, (2) existential, and (3) social. (Douglas, Sutton, Cichocka, 2017).

Figure 1. Exemplary study stimuli: Non-humorous conspiracy statement
(top) and humorous conspiracy statement (bottom).

HUMOR

Humor performs a variety of social functions: strengthening in-group and interpersonal
bonds, deescalating tensions, self-disclosure, enforcing social norms, or reinforcing
status hierarchies (Martin, 2007).
Humor can make speech more appealing and emotionally engaging but at the same time
it has a potential to normalize socially problematic ideas (Mallett, et al., 2016, Thomas et
al., 2020). Notably, in the context of social media humor is a commonly employed device
that can facilitate quick status gain and efficient idea dissemination.

HUMOR AND CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Benign Violation Theory (BVT) proposes that things are perceived as funny when they
violate a norm or a rule but in a manner that is perceived as benign rather than harmful.
Conspiracy theories are definitionally transgressive as they contradict the established
narratives. In this project we will investigate how perceived funniness may relate to the
perception of CTs and desire to engage with them. Specifically we plan to assess the
elements of BVT (e.g. harmfulness, funniness) in relation to conspiracy theories.

BELIEF AND SHARING INFORMATION

People may disseminate false or transgressive content online for many reasons,
including perceived truthfulness, desire for power, social influence, attention or need for
chaos. In this project we will investigate whether funniness appraisals contribute to the
desire to disseminate conspiracy theories on social media.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What types of statements do people perceive to be
conspiracy theories?
What types of conspiracy theories are perceived as funny?
Which features of conspiracy theories make them funny?
Does perceived funniness contribute to people’s willingness
to share conspiracy theories online?

METHODS

Pilot: Qualitative methods to explore people’s perceptions of funniness and
conspiratorial nature of statements.
Study 1: Mixed-effects models to investigate which features of conspiracy
statements predict funniness appraisals.
Study 2: 2 x 2 factorial design to investigate the impact of funniness on
willingness to share conspiracy statements

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES

This project has a potential to contribute to literature on psychological underpinnings of conspiracy beliefs. Additionally, it aims to distinguish
between the psychological processes standing behind conspiracy beliefs and conspiracy theories dissemination. Finally, it may help better
understand the role of humor and comedy in engagement with conspiracy theories.



MaMaMaMaMaciciciciciejejejejej G G G G Górórórórórskskskskskiski1,21,21,21,21,21,21,21,21,21,2iiiiiiii1,2, , , , , PaPaPaPaPaulululululininininina a a a a a GóGóGóGóGóGórsrsrsrsrsrskakakakaka, 1,2 ka1111kaka1, KaKaKaKaKaKarororororolililililinanananana H H H H Hananananansesesesesesesesennnnnnnn, , , , , , 1 nnn11111nnnnnnnnnn11, KuKuKuKuKuKubababababa K K K K Kryryryryrysssss, , , , , , 11 22222 ject, , , , MeMeMeMeMembmbmbmbmbmberererererers s s s s s ofofofofof t t t t thehehehehe L L L L Livivivivive e e e e BeBeBeBeBettttttttttererererer P P P P Prororororojejejejejectctctctct, , , , , , 
111111 rsawFacFacFacFacFacultultultultulty oy oy oy oy of Pf Pf Pf Pf Psycsycsycsycsycholholholholhologyogyogyogyogy, U, U, U, U, U, Univnivnivnivnivniversersersersersersityityityityity of of of of of of Wa Wa Wa Wa WarsarsarsarsarsawFacFacFacFac11

222222 cesInsInsInsInsInstittittittittituteuteuteuteute of of of of of Ps Ps Ps Ps Psychychychychycholoolooloolooloology,gy,gy,gy,gy,gy, Po Po Po Po Po Polislislislislish Ah Ah Ah Ah Ah Acadcadcadcadcademyemyemyemyemy of of of of of Sc Sc Sc Sc ScienienienienienienieniencescescescescescesInsInsIns

      .pllmamamamamaciciciciciejejejejej.g.g.g.g.g.gororororororskskskskskski@i@i@i@i@i@pspspspspsycycycycych.h.h.h.h.uwuwuwuwuw.e.e.e.e.edudududududududu.p.p.p.p.p.pmama

eseese supsup ience ce S6/03142). 

ThThThThTheeeeelililinknknknknknknknklilililili bebebebebebetwtwtwtwtweeeeeeeeeennnnnbebebe auauauauauauththththththorororororitititititararararariaiaiaiaianininininismsmsmsmsmauauauauau ananananandddddananananan vavavavavariririririououououououousssssvavavavava fofofofoformrmrmrmrmrmssssssfofofofofo ofofofofofofofofofofofof prprprprprprprejejejejejejejududududududiciciciciciceeeeeeprpr

hahahahahahahahassssssss bebebebebebeenenenenenbebebebebe wewewewewellllllllllwewewewewe dodododododocucucucucumemememementntntntntededededed,dodododododo ,,,hohohohohoweweweweweveveveveveverrrrhohohohoho,,,,,, rmomomomomostststststmomomomomo ofofofofofofofofofof ththththththisisisisisisththththth rererererereseseseseseseseararararararchchchchchchrererere cococococomememememessssscococococo

frfrfrfrfrfromomomomom WeWeWeWeWeststststststererererernnnnn cococococounununununtrtrtrtrtrieieieieies,s,s,s,s, chchchchcharararararararacacacacacteteteteteriririririzezezezezezedddddd bybybybybybyby auauauauauautotototototonononononomymymymymymymymymymymymyorororororieieieieientntntntntntededededededorororororor

cucucucucultltltltlturururururureeeeee opopopopoppopopopoposisisisisingngngngng auauauauauthththththorororororitititititititararararariaiaiaiaiannnnnauauau prprprprprprininininininciciciciciciplplplplplplpleseseseseseseseseses..... ItItItItItIt isisisisis popopopopossssssssssibibibibiblelelelele ththththththatatatatatatththth ththththththeeeeeth

auauauauauauththththththorororororitititititararararariaiaiaiaiannnnn prprprprprejejejejejududududududiciciciciceeeee efefefefeffefefefefefectctctctctct isisisisisis papapapapapartrtrtrtrtrtlylylylylyly atatatatattrtrtrtrtribibibibibututututututabababababablelelelelele tototototo thththththrerererereatatatatatatatat-atatatatatat

evevevevevokokokokokinininininggggg vavavavavalululululueeeee mimimimimimimisasasasasalililililigngngngngngnmememememementntntntntntnt bebebebebebetwtwtwtwtwtweeeeeeeeeennnnn auauauauauththththththorororororororititititititararararariaiaiaiaiannnnn ininininindididididivivivivividudududududualalalalalalssssss

anananananddddd ananananantititititianananananti----titi auauauauauauauthththththorororororitititititarararararariaiaiaiaiaiannnnnnauauauauau sososososososocicicicicicialalalalalalsosososo enenenenenvivivivivirororororonmnmnmnmnmnmenenenenenentstststststststststststststststs InInInInIn cococococonsnsnsnsnseqeqeqeqeqequeueueueueuencncncncncnce,e,e,e,e,ththththththeeeeeeththththth

esesesesestatatatatablblblblblisisisisisisisheheheheheheddddd lililililinknknknknknk bebebebebebetwtwtwtwtwtwtweeeeeeeeeeeennnnnauauauauauthththththororororororititititititarararararariaiaiaiaiaianininininismsmsmsmsmauauauauau ananananandddddan prprprprprprejejejejejejudududududiciciciciciceeeeeepr shshshshshshououououououldldldldldld

bebebebebe weweweweweweweakakakakakererererererwewewewewewewe orororororororororororor nununununununullllllllllllnununununu inininininininin cococococounununununtrtrtrtrtrieieieieieiesssssscococococo prprprprprpromomomomomotototototininininingggggprprprpr gggauauauauauauthththththororororororitititititarararararariaiaiaiaiaiannnnnauauauauaugggggg cucucucucucultltltltltlturururururureeeeeecucucucu eee....eeee

BBBBBaaaaacccccckkkkkkgggggrrrrrooooouuuuunnnnnddddd

FoFoFoFoFoururururur crcrcrcrcrososososososssssscrcrcrcrcr ---nanananananatitititititionononononalalalalalnananananana dadadadadatatatatatasesesesesetststststs,,,dadadadada dididididifffffffffferererererenenenenenenttttdididididi (p(p(p(p(p(prorororororoxyxyxyxyxyxy))))))(p(p(p(p(p(p memememememeasasasasasasurururururesesesesesmeme es::

(A(A(A(A(A(A(A)))))) PaPaPaPaPaParararararasisisisisitetetetetePaPaPa StStStStStrererereressssssssssStStStStSt SuSuSuSuSurvrvrvrvrvrveyeyeyeyeyey,,,,,SuSuSuSuSu kkkkkkkkkkkk ====3131313131313131313131313131,,,,,313131313131NNNNN ====12121212122929292929999912121212 9999,,,,99999999cocococococonvnvnvnvnvnvenenenenenentitititititionononononalalalalalalisisisisismmmmm

(B(B(B(B(B))))) SuSuSuSuSurvrvrvrvrveyeyeyeyeyeySuSuSuSuSu ofofofofofofofofofofofof WoWoWoWoWoWorlrlrlrlrlrldvdvdvdvdvdvieieieieiewswswswsws,,WoWoWoWoWo ,,kkkkkkkkkk,,,,,,,, ===========3434343434343434343434343434,,,,,34 NNNNNNNN =======8888888888878787878787888888888887878787,,,,,87878787 111111ititititititememememememititititit1111 auauauauauthththththororororororititititititarararararariaiaiaiaiaianinininininismsmsmsmsmsmauauauauau

(C(C(C(C(C(C)))))) LiLiLiveveveveveveLiLiLi BeBeBeBeBeBetttttttttterererererBeBeBeBe 11111111111,,,,111111 kkkkkk ========696969696969696969696969,,,,696969 NNNNN ====16161616161636363636363666666161616 666,,,,,66666666cocococococonfnfnfnfnfnfororororormimimimimitytytytytytyvavavavavalululululuesesesesesesvavavavavatytytytytytytyty

(D(D(D(D(D(D)))) LiLiLiveveveveveveLiLi BeBeBeBeBeBetttttttttterererererBeBeBeBe 22222222222,,,, kkkkkkk =======6767676767676767676767676767,,,,676767676767 NNNNNN ======22222222220303030303039999992222222222 9999,,,,999999 fufufufufufullllllllllllfufufu 333333333--- fafafafafafactctctctctctororororororfafafafafafafafafafafa CSCSCSCSCSCSAAAAACSCSCSCSCSCS scscscscscscalalalalalaleeeeeescscscscscsc

MeMeMeMeMeMeasasasasasasurururururureseseseses ofofofofofof prprprprprejejejejejejududududududiciciciciciceeeeeeeeeee::eeeeee acacacacacaccecececececeptptptptptptanananananancececececece ofofofofof imimimimimimimmimimimimimimigrgrgrgrgrgrgrananananananantstststststs (A(A(A(A(A(A,,,,, C)C)C)C)C)C),,,,,

etetetetetethnhnhnhnhnhnocococococenenenenentrtrtrtrtrtrisisisisisismmmmmmmm(B(B(B(B(B(B),),),),),),(B(B(B(B(B(B fefefefefefeelelelelelelinininininingggggfefefefefefe thththththererererererermomomomomomomomemememememeteteteteteterrththththth rrrtotototototowawawawawawardrdrdrdrdrdrdsssssstototototorrrrrrrrrr fofofofofoforererererereigigigigigignenenenenersrsrsrsrsfofofofofo (D(D(D(D(D)))))(D(D(D(D(D

AuAuAuAuAuAuththththththororororororititititititararararariaiaiaiaiaiannnnnnCuCuCuCuCuCultltltltltururururururureeeeeeeCuCuCuCuCuCu ----->>>>>>cocococococoununununununtrtrtrtrtrtryyyyyycococococo yyy--yyyyyy lelelelelevevevevevellllllelelelelele mememememeanananananmeme ofofofofofofofofofof auauauauauthththththorororororitititititararararariaiaiaiaianininininismsmsmsmsmauauauauau

AnAnAnAnAnAnalalalalalalysysysysysysisisisisis::: mumumumumumumultltltltltltilililililevevevevevevelelelelelelelrerererereregrgrgrgrgresesesesessisisisisionononononsssssrerere wiwiwiwiwithththththwiwiwiwiwi crcrcrcrcrosososososssssscrcrcrcrcr -- lelelelelevevevevevelllllelelelele inininininteteteteteterarararararactctctctctctioioioioioionsnsnsnsnsnsininin

odMMMMMMeeeeeettttttthhhhhhoooooodddddd

RRRRRRReeeeeeesssssssuuuuuulllllltttttttssssss

AAAAAuuuuuuttttthhhhhooooorrrrriiiiitttttaaaaaarrrrrriiiiiiaaaaaannnnnnnnniiiiisssssmmmmmfffffuuuuuunnnnnnnccccccttttttiiiiiioooooonnnnnnsssssfff nnnnnnoooootttttnn ooooonnnnnlllllyyyyyyooooo aaaaassssssaaaa aaaaannnnnnaaaaa iiinnnnndddddiiiiivvvvviiiiddddduuuuuuaaaaaalliii dddddiifffffffffffeeeeeerrrrreeeeeennnnnccccccceeeeeeeddd bbbbbuuuuutttttbb aaaaaaaalllllllsssssoooooooaaaaa aaaaaaaaaa cccccuuuuuullllltttttuuuuurrrrreeeeeccccc eee-eeeeee eeeeevvvvveeeeeeelllllllllllleeeee vvvvvvaaaaaarrrrrriiaaaaaabbbbbllllleeeeevvvv

wwwwwwiiittttthhhhh 2222222222222222%%%%%%%%%%%2222%---%% 3300000003333333333330%%%%%%%%%%%%%%00 ooooofffffooooo vvvvvaaaaaaarrrrrriiiaaaaaannnnnncccccceeeeevvvvv dddddduuuuueeeeeddddd ttttooooottttt ccccccooooouuuuunnnnnnntttttrrrrrryyyyyyyccccc ddddddiiiffffffffffffeeeeerrrrreeeeennnnnncccccceeeeeeesssssddddd sss.ssssssssss TTTTTThhhhhheeeee aaaaauuuuuuttttttthhhhhooooorrrrriiiiiitttttttaaaaaaaarrrrriiiiiiaaaaaannnnniiiiiisssssmmmmmmaaaaa mmm-mmmmmmpppprrrrreeeeejjjjjuuuuudddddiiiiicccccccceeeeeeppppp lllliiiinnnnnnkkkkksssssllll wwwwweeeeerrrrreeeeewwwww

ssssssttttttrrrrrooooonnnnngggggeeeeesssssstttttt iiiiinnnnnnn WWWWWeeeeeessssstttttteeeeeeerrrrrnnnnnncccccoooooouuuuunnnnnntttttrrrrriiiiieeeeeeesssss,cccccc wwwwwwhhhhheeeeeerrrrrreeeeewww llloooooooowwwwwweeeeeessssstttttllll llllleeeeeevvvvvveeeeeeelllllssssss ooooooffffff aaaaaauuuuutttttthhhhhhooooorrrrriiiiiitttttttaaaaaaarrrrriiiiiiaaaaaaannnnniiiiisssssmmmmmmwwwwweeeeerrrrreeeeewwww ooooobbbbbbbbsssssseeeeeerrrrrvvvvveeeeedddddooooo dddd...dddddd TTThhhhhheeeeeeesssssseeeee

rrrrreeeeeesssssuuuuullllltttttsssss ssssssuuuuuuggggggggggggggeeeeeessssstttttsssss tttthhhhhhaaaaaaatttttttttt aaaaaauuuuuutttttthhhhhoooooorrrrriiiiitttttaaaaaaarrrrriiiiiaaaaannnnnnaaaaa ppppprrrrreeeeeeejjjjuuuuuuddddddddiiiiiiccccceeeeep mmmmmaaaaayyyyyymmmm ppppppaaaaaaarrrrrrttttttlllllyyyyyypppppp rrrrreeeeeesssssuuuuuuulllllllttttrrr ffffrrrrrooooooommmmmmmmfffff cccccccuuuuulllllttttttuuuuurrrrrraaaaalllllcccccc mmmmmiiisssssaaaaallllliiiiiiggggggnnnnnnnmmmmmeeeeennnnnttttmmm ttttttttttt

ICICICICICICC C C C C C = = = = = 0.0.0.0.0.0.22222222222222 ICICICICICC C C C C = = = 0.0.0.0.0.0.28282828282828 ICICICICICICC C C C C C C = = = 0.0.0.0.0.0.232323232323 ICICICICICICICC C C C C C C = = = = 0.0.0.0.0.0.3030303030

ai d464646464646% % % % % % ofofofofof r r r r rananananandodododododom m m m m m slslslslslslslopopopopopopopopope e e e e exexexexexexplplplplplaiaiaiaiaiaiainenenenenenened ned333333333333% % % % % ofofofofofof r r r r rananananananandododododom m m m m slslslslslslopopopopope e e e e e exexexexexexplplplplplplaiaiaiaiaiainenenenened ai d2424242424% % % % % % % ofofofofofof r r r r ranananananandodododododom m m m m slslslslslopopopopopopope e e e e e e exexexexexplplplplplaiaiaiaiaiainenenenenenenenenenedd nedd474747474747% % % % % ofofofofofof r r r r r ranananananandododododom m m m m slslslslslopopopopope e e e e exexexexexplplplplplaiaiaiaiainenenenenedd



Are norms perceived in 

CMC?

Do effects generalise?

Does exposure to 

respect norms (in CMC) 

shape tolerance?

General vs. specific 

tolerance, does the 

implementation gap 

hold?

Behavioral translation 

of general vs. specific 

tolerance?

Dominika Gurbisz, Anna Potoczek, Eva Jaspers, Jakub Maras, Marcin Bukowski

With Due Respect, I Disagree: From Crisis and Conflict 

to Tolerance Through Online Social Norms

Complementary 

correlational 

evidence on respect 

norms and tolerance:

RQ2

RQ4

INTRODUCTION
As communication has moved into online settings, 

so too have the conflicts that accompany it. In 

offline contexts, social norms play a fundamental 

role in regulating real-world disagreements. The 

present studies examine conversations in chatrooms 

where participants, who are unaware they are 

interacting with bots, are exposed to, or take part in 

constructing, an equality-based respect norm.

01

02

03

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
    Exposure to respect norms shifts attitudes, but 

interactive norm formation is untested (Estevan-

Reina et al., in press; Simon, et. al. 2016) 

       Principle-implementation gap: abstract 

tolerance endorsement consistently exceeds 

support in concrete cases (Dixon et al., 2017).

Specific tolerance, being context-dependent, 

may be a stronger predictor of behavior (Gurbisz, 

2025) 

METHOD

RQ1

General vs. specific 
RQ3

ict 

Respect Condition Lack of Respect Condition

It seems to me that Ukrainians

livin and wrking in Poland

should have access to social

benefits because after all we're

all equal.

It seems to me that Ukrainians

should have access to social

benefits if they meet the

appropriate conditions.

On the one hand, this is a group

that should receive help, out of

respect for another person.

On one hand, this is a group

that should receive help

because of the war taking

place in their country.

for 

walkthrough

of the study

Measures

• Respect norm perception in

• Chatroom 

• Personal Environment

• Polish Society e.g. “Most Poles believe that 

Ukrainian refugees should always be treated as individuals 

of equal value”

• General tolerance e.g. “Ukrainian refugees in 

Poland should have the freedom to live as they wish:

• Specific tolerance e.g. “Ukrainian refugees in 

Poland should have access to social welfare programs”

• Behaviour e.g. “Would you like to subscribe to the 

newsletter of a foundation supporting Ukrainian refugees to 

learn more about this topic? "

•

•

•

•

A. expresses respect

B. expresses a lack of 

respect

The message:Welcome to the chat! We encourage 

substantive and balanced discussion.

We would like to invite you to take part in a 

discussion on the situation of refugees from 

Ukraine in Poland. Chatroom

RESULTS

DV Predictor b SE t/z p 95% CI

Behavioral

Intentions
(Intercept) 0.63 0.20 3.17 .002** [0.24, 1.02]

General

Tolerance
0.14 0.06 2.43 .015* [0.03, 0.25]

Specific

Tolerance
0.55 0.06 9.81 < .001*** [0.44, 0.66]

Overall model F(2, 404) = 138.8, p < .001, adj.R2 = .40

Behavior (Intercept) -3.70 0.49 -7.50 < .001*** [-4.73, -2.78]

General

Tolerance
0.03 0.11 0.28 .781 [-0.18, 0.24]

Specific

Tolerance
0.46 0.11 4.10 <.001*** [0.25, 0.69]

Overall model χ²(2) = 37.55, p < .001

DV Predictor b SE t/z p 95% CI

Behavioral

Intentions
(Intercept) 1.74 0.25 7.06 < .001*** [1.26, 2.23]

General

Tolerance
0.07 0.06 1.21 .228 [-0.04, 0.18]

Specific

Tolerance
0.36 0.06 6.05 < .001*** [0.24, 0.48]

Overall model F(3, 442) = 142.1, p < .001, adj.R2 = .49

Behavior (Intercept) -4.37 0.72 -6.05 < .001*** [-5.84, -3.00]

General

Tolerance
0.33 0.15 2.18 .029* [0.04, 0.63]

Specific

Tolerance
0.19 0.15 1.25 .212 [-0.11, 0.49]

Overall model χ²(3) = 40.12, p < .001

DV Predictor b SE t/z p 95% CI

Behavioral

Intentions
(Intercept) 1.41 0.22 6.27 < .001*** [0.97, 1.85]

General

Tolerance
0.14 0.05 3.07 .002 [0.05, 0.23]

Specific

Tolerance
0.38 0.05 7.10 < .001*** [0.28, 0.49]

Overall model F(3, 523) = 199.7, p < .001, adj.R2 = .53

Behavior (Intercept) -3.02 0.59 -5.15 < .001*** [-5.84, -3.00]

General

Tolerance
-0.05 0.11 -0.46 .648 [0.04, 0.63]

Specific

Tolerance
0.31 0.14 2.32 .020* [-0.11, 0.49]

Overall model χ²(3) = 40.12, p < .001
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Specific tolerance is more strongly linked with 

active tolerant (a) behavioral intentions and (b) 

online behavior, than general tolerance.

Regardless of the 

condition, participants 

score significantly 

higher on the general

tolerance scale than the 

specific tolerance scale.

Participants exposed to the 

respect condition exhibit a 

significantly higher level of 

tolerance overall compared 

to participants in the lack of 

respect condition.

Participants exposed to 

respect condition, compared 

to the lack of respect 

condition of the manipulation, 

report stronger perceptions 

of respect norms in (a) the 

chatroom (b) Polish society 

(c) personal environment.

Study 1: Key Takeaways

Established the respect 

norm-tolerance link in a 

semi-passive environment.

The respect-norm 

manipulation impacted 

both general and specific 

tolerance.

Although mean levels of 

general and specific 

tolerance did not differ

significantly, specific 

tolerance was more 

strongly associated with 

behavioral outcomes.

Study 2: Key Takeaways

Replicated the respect norm-

tolerance relationship in a 

highly interactive

environment. 

Strengthened the 

manipulation by 

incorporating a voting 

procedure (participant voted  

last out of the 6 voters: thus 

potential confound)

Observed substantial 

participant attrition. 

Study 3: Key Takeaways

Replicated the respect 

norm-tolerance relationship.

Refined the voting 

procedure by obtaining 

participant vote prior to the 

bots. 

Examined attrition and 

identified reluctance to click 

the external link as a 

contributing factor.

DISCUSSION

Across three experimental studies, we show that such norms can be identified, internalized, 

and generalized within CMC environments, and that they reliably increase both general and 

specific tolerance. The norm internalization persisted and remained stable as participants 

moved from passive observation (Study 1) to full conversational participation (Studies 2 and 

3). Specific tolerance was generally a stronger predictor of behavioural intentions than general 

tolerance. Effects were less consistent for behavioural outcomes.

CONCLUSION

These findings highlight the importance of environments that support deliberation 

across disagreement and enable peaceful coexistence.
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Visitors to Thailand are also likely to join the tourist boats that trawl the smaller khlongs

(canals) lined with informal housing extending over the water with a visible social life on the

water’s edge (Figure 1(lower)). Such waterfront communities are seen as remnants of a

traditional Thai authenticity that is no longer found in the streets; one can hear the tourist’s

say: ‘this is the real Bangkok’. The ‘authentic’ Thai lifestyle is consumed from the safe distance

of the boat as locals bathe and hang out in the traditional open pavilions (sala) over the water

and floating shops ply their trade. While dilapidation is often evident and even severe, the

crowding and the real slum remains hidden. (Dovey, King 2012, 279)

Hindu shrine in front of the main entrance to popular shopping

plaza centralwOrld in Bangkok. Photo owned by me.

Welcome to Krung Thep Maha Nakhon, or Bangkok;

capital of Thailand, and city of contrasts. Ancient

temples stand next to shiny office towers, classy

condominium complexes alternate slums, and

construction workers eat at roadside stalls next to

suited businessmen and -women.
(Wissink, Hazelzet 2016)

population estimated: 5.1M via World

Population Review

+ gathered urban area: ~18,2M via

Worldometer

mubanchatsan (muban is the lowest

administrative sub-division in Thailand)

⟶ a trend in Bangkok where middle class,

upper-middle class, rich and super-rich are

inhabiting gated neighbourhoods,

separating themselves from others

⟶ at the same time noted decrease in

rural-urban income inequality (Shaw, et. al.

2023, 1497)

many Bangkokians spend their leisure time

in shopping malls especially during

summer (or dry season) – Khlong Toei’s

community is facing yet another shopping

mall project that Port Authority of Thailand

plans to pursue on formally its land,

informally – where hundreds of families are

living for decades

“Bangkok is one of Asia’s most interesting, varied, controversial and

challenging cities.

It is a city of contradictions, both in its present and its past. (...)

On visiting Bangkok in 1923, the English author Somerset Maugham

[questioned]: ‘And who can so describe a city as to give a significant

picture of it? It is a different place to everyone who lives in it. No one

can tell what it is’ (Maugham 1995: 151). It is not surprising that the

capital city of Thailand (then Siam) should have provoked such a

profound reflection for Maugham: for it was an enigma, combining

elements of modernity (...) – its busy commercial streets, stately

boulevards and European-style buildings – yet throwing up strange

juxtapositions with older and indigenous ways of life – glittering

temple roofs, serpentine canals and villages. In three succinct

sentences Maugham had conveyed much of what postmodern

scholars over the past decade have been writing volumes about –

that the meanings of cities are variable. It is in the nature of great

cities to provoke powerful responses from visitors and inhabitants

alike: they are artefacts which function as metaphors and signs,

applied to people, culture and values. Thus Bangkok has generated a

variety of responses and images from insiders and outsiders. (...)

Foreign journalists, novelists and scholars gaze at Bangkok as a

gaudy world centre of the sex trade – obsessing (like many tourists)

on its small number of conspicuous red-light districts geared to

western and foreign consumption. These responses, however one-

dimensional and simplified, bespeak the tangible reality that

Bangkok has become a city of considerable significance in global

terms.” (Askew 2002)

+100K people on approx. 13 sq. km

(consider those non-registered)

4,4-5,6 meters above sea level

poverty since its establishing in 1930-50s

land formally belongs to Port Authority of Thailand

(PAT) - no rent = no rights

high risk of flooding and arson due to informal building

formally no authority is responsible for taking

action in the face of any type of crisis, such as

flooding or epidemics

>legalising land and properties in the face of

constant threat of enforced relocation

>drainage system and access to clean water

>children’s problems with pinworm epidemy

>poverty and children’s access to education

>increasing extreme heat

Solidarity in Khlong Toei district can be seen in many forms – from Duang Prateep

Foundation focusing specifically on Khlong Toei and funding or helping many

projects (e.g. Shoji, et.al. 2023, 323; Atitruangsiri, et.al. 2017; Ajavavarakula, et.al.

2016), Khlong Toei Dee Jung to variety of informal volunteer groups (see: Sukyoyot,

et.al. 2026) and mutual support among dwellers.

Beside official help focusing on solutions for multidimensional problems such as

drainage system and water pollution, Khlong Toei community is solidarasing

“Today, slum dwellers worldwide include one out of every three city dwellers,

adding up to a billion people. Over 90 % of slum dwellers today are in the

developing world. South Asia has the largest share, followed by Eastern Asia,

sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America (UNFPA 2008).” (Tveit, Larsen 2009, 10)

Researching Khlong Toei’s community solidarisation process and style requires empirical

approach through studying and analysing literature and a case study with an interview and

participant observation;

first, history of establishing Khlong Toei and ongoing problems were studied through

literature: historical records, research papers, urban projects, internet articles, instagram

profiles; then, a case study was conducted on one respondent with an in-depth interview;

researching sensitive topics such as one’s opinions on public matters, politics, poverty, or

probability of various types of crises that may happen in one’s living area require

respondent’s consent to participate and a researcher to create a safe and trustworthy

environment;

the language barrier needs to be taken into consideration - with that thought questions

were formed simply and sensitively, creating space for genuine answers and sense of

‘normal’ conversation;

use of translating tools may have had influenced understanding of questions and final

answers of responder;

note that main interview was conducted via Instagram app where the responder is first and

foremost a businessman and needs to keep the conversation friendly and neutral as much

as possible.

met during field trip to Thailand on February-March 2025 while

researching commodification of sacred tattoos – Sak Yant. His samnak

(Sak Yant tattoo studio) is located on the port side of Khlong Toei right

under Chalerm Maha Nakhon Toll Road.

Raised by his grandparents, he admits to have experienced various

hardships, mostly when it comes to access to many opportunities as a

child. Right now, he stands out from most of Khlong Toei’s community –

stable job and income, healthy family, house with electricity and air-con

built in accordance with requirements. Nevertheless, this didn’t

influence his worldview learnt from grandparents – he often

highlights the must of sharing (if one has means to share with others).

This of course doesn’t mean he is aware of every unlivable condition

that may happen in some parts of Khlong Toei.

He did not mention any official organisation helping in Khlong Toei,

claiming he helps alone or within the closest community. On his

videos we can see him encouraging others (e.g. his daughter, or

foreigners who came for Sak Yant) to help by his side with food

distribution (sometimes even small pocket money for children and

teens). At the same time he is not creating a content for views by

showing his actions (in span of one year he published only 4 videos like

this so far; most of his content is about tattoos and shamanic blessings).

Beside those 4 videos, our responder is tattooing those in poverty crisis

completely for free, as Sak Yants are sacred tattoos meant to protect

and bring health, prosperity, etc.

Location of Arjahn Ya’s house

and samnak - we can clearly see

it’s in the heart of Khlong Toei

Arjahn Ya’s profile picture

on Instagram

Four videos showing

moments of solidarisa-

tion by food distribution,

available to watch on

Arjahn Ya’s public

Instagram profile

2026 Behaviour in Crisis Lab Annual Conference

Solidarity as a Social Response to an Era of Crisis

Source: Social constructions

through everyday activities

in external spaces:

a case Study of Khlong Toei

community, informal

settlements in Bangkok

(Shoji 2023, 333-334).

Source: 2016 report ‘Mapping the Khlong Toei Slum’s Drainage System to Develop Strategies to Reduce

the Impact of Flooding’ from The Bachelor of Science in Applied Chemistry (Chulalongkorn University)

Source: “In Pictures: Bangkok’s Khlong Toei slum to be cleared” (South China Morning Post 2019)  

Comparison of commercial centre of Bangkok, Silom street, to

Khlong Toei’s most popular view. Source: “UPGRADING and

INTEGRATION of Khlong Toei SLUM” (Tveit, Larsen 2009, 16)

Map of Bangkok with Khlong Toei

district highlighted. Source: Wikipedia

Source: “Bangkok. The Story of Thailand's

Largest Slum and Most Powerful City”

(Canales, et.al. 2020)
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Close-up photos taken in Khlong Toei, giving us a glimpse of how

a regular dweller’s environment could look like everyday.

Source: Figure 2 from “WASH, vulnerability, severity, and the response

of urban slum dwellers to the COVID-19 pandemic”

(Nguyen, Pattanarsi 2022, 606)

“Informal settlements, such as the Khlong Toei slum in Bangkok, are especially vulnerable to the damaging

effects of flooding due to their increased exposure to the environment caused by substandard living

conditions. The Khlong Toei slum is susceptible to flooding due to intense rainy seasons, relatively low

elevation (The Climate of Thailand, 2012), substandard living conditions, and an inadequate stormwater

drainage system. The legal status of the Khlong Toei slum is a particular concern in regards to vulnerability to

flooding because there are no clear responsible authorities for addressing the threats from stormwater. The

slum is home to about 100,000 people (Wechsler, 2013), whom are considered squatters on land owned by

the Port Authority of Thailand (Swift, 2006). This illegal status has made it difficult for the residents to obtain

basic conveniences such as waste collection and proper roadways because of the government's refusal to

work with illegal residencies (Nelson, 2015). The Khlong Toei slum’s stormwater drainage system, cannot

effectively handle runoff because the Department of Drainage and Sewerage has not sufficiently addressed

its inadequacies. In addition, the stormwater drainage system is often clogged with waste, leading to

unsanitary stagnant water and floods.” (Ajavavarakula 2016)

“(...) tens of thousands living in Bangkok’s

largest slum, where such daily

uncertainties and fears have

been amplified by government

plans to evict them all and

“erase” their community to

make way for a riverside mall.

(...)

The Port Authority owns

the land where the community

is located, and many consider

that fact the end of discussion

when it comes to evicting

upward of 100,000 people

living there.”

(Coconuts bangkok 2019)

“According to a district official, ‘it is not easy to manage COVID-19 spread in Khlong Toey Community

as people here with very low income live in bad condition and underdeveloped environments’. There

is no adequate waste collection system in the community. Waste bags are placed in front of

homeowners’ homes for the collection of volunteer community organizations. Thus, many different

sorts of rubbish, including plastic bags, water bottles, and food scraps, are tossed directly into

roadways and canals. The environment of the Khlong Toei slum community is shown in Figure 2.”

(Nguyen, Pattanarsi 2022, 606)

in ‘micro ways’ by sharing spaces among each other’s informal housing when it comes to parking, dining, laundry, etc. (see: Shoji, et.al. 2023). A case study of Ajarn Ya is showing how

individuals, hypothetically more priviliged than usual Khlong Toei’s dwellers, are using their means to help each other, especially children.

At the same time, there’s an ongoing case of land distribution problem which may influence the dwellers’ will to engage in any helping project, especially if it requires them

to temporarily relocate (see: Nguyen, Pattanarsi 2022). To maintain trust, chances for unity and connections within Khlong Toei’s community, one of the solutions could be coworking

with the dwellers, constant exposure to education suited to various age groups and education level (to not overwhelm and discourage), and working with people from district to engage

in funded, well-planned projects where we can see the results and feel the changes (see: Ajavavarakula et.al. 2016). Taking into account all of the above, micro ways of solidarity

should be complemented by constant coworking with dwellers and official authority, so that they will be treated with respect and felt as equal dwellers to other Bangkokians. Also,

micro support among dwellers should be common and treated as fundamental but helping foundations should take care of unionising whole district to stand against e.g. relocation

ideas.

A case study of Arjahn Ya can also point out the risk of romanticising Khlong Toei – foreigners, many of them popular “backpackers” travelling on budget while coming from priviliged

backgrounds, meeting Arjahn can view his actions and people around as “happy despite having nothing” slum dwellers that needs “nothing and still be kind to others”.

As Kim Dovey and Ross King write in their paper titled Informal Urbanism and the Taste for Slums: “The more recent revival in the use of the term ‘slum’ in turn reflects an imperative to

not shy away from poverty, indeed to look harder at urban informality and the representations of ‘slums’, even their attractions.” (Dovey, King 2012, 276). This could support the thesis

on how important it is to engage actual Khlong Toei dweller in their district’s community, helping projects, authorities discussions, etc.

aims to show how people living in Khlong Toei, a Bangkok’s district which is

considered a slum, support each other by solidarisation in moments of crises such

as floodings, arsons, epidemics, access to education, etc. Beside those major

struggles, dwellers support each other mutually on daily basis with food

distribution and space for living (which includes relaxing, parking, doing laundry).

Many customs are deeply rooted in Thai culture and religion; acknowledging that

would help and complete the understanding of possible reasons driving those

behaviours. This work could also open discussions on:

slum travelling, risk of romanticising poverty and western gaze;

the importance of uniting people living in Khlong Toei in the face of relocation

threat from Port Authority of Thailand (PAT);

lack of accountability from any official authority in times of various types of

crises such as floodings, or COVID-19 pandemic;

risk of dehumanising slum dwellers by not treating

them equally as other Bangkokians.

The last topic is tightly connected to Khlong Toei’s

history: many families were brought to modern city of

Bangkok as cheap labourers from different villages

around Southeast Asia region - thus many ethnicities,

culture and languages were introduced to a small unit of

land belonging to the monarchy. This signals us that

slum dwellers are considered to be a minority group

created out of other minority groups.
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Location of Arjr ahn Ya’s house

and samnak - we can clearly see

it’s in the heart of Khlong Toei

Arjr ahn Ya’s profile picture
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Although concerns about immigration are widespread across many Western democracies, the Italian case represents a 
particularly interesting context for examining their psychological consequences (Barone et al., 2016). Over the last 
three decades, Italy has undergone a rapid demographic transformation, turning into one of the main destinations for 
migrants in Southern Europe (Colucci, 2020). The salience of immigration is reflected not only in public opinion but 
also in the strategic positioning of political actors, particularly on the populist right, who have frequently framed 
immigration in terms of national vulnerability (Barone et al., 2016; Ambrosini, 2025).

According to Intergroup Threat Theory  (Stephan & Stephan, 2000), perceived threats can be distinguished into 
realistic threats, which concern material resources and physical safety, and symbolic threats, which target the ingroup’s 
values, traditions, and cultural identity. Immigration is often framed by right-wing parties as simultaneously 
threatening both domains, by increasing competition for resources and challenging national values (Schmuck & 
Matthes, 2017).

Research suggests that both realistic and symbolic threats predict increases in collective narcissism (Guerra et al., 
2022), defined as a belief in the exaggerated greatness of one’s ingroup (Golec de Zavala et al., 2009). Collective 
narcissism has traditionally been linked to antagonistic intergroup outcomes, including hostility, retaliation, and 
opposition to outgroups perceived as threatening (Golec de Zavala & Lantos, 2020; Guerra et al., 2022). At the same 
time, it is generally negatively associated with solidarity-based collective action, indicating lower willingness to 
support disadvantaged outgroups (Górska et al., 2020).

From this perspective, individuals may endorse collective narcissism in response to perceived threat, as a way to 
reaffirm and protect their identity. This process may in turn motivate different forms of collective action and helping 
behaviors.

Theoretical Framework

Bibliography

Results

The Present Study

Consistent with Intergroup Threat Theory, perceived immigration threat positively predicted collective narcissism. In turn, collective narcissism was associated with a 
broad range of behavioral intentions, including activism, helping fellow Italians, and different forms of collective action.

Interestingly, the pattern of results suggests that collective narcissism is not limited to intergroup hostility: it was positively associated with ingroup-oriented helping 
intentions, indicating a tendency toward protective or compensatory behaviors directed at the ingroup.

At the same time, collective narcissism also predicted some forms of collective action directed against immigrants, as well as, unexpectedly, violent collective action in 
favor of immigrants. Taken together, these findings suggest that collective narcissism may increase general motivational engagement in collective action under conditions 
of perceived threat, rather than exclusively shaping the direction (pro- vs. anti-outgroup) of such behaviors.

Overall, the results point to collective narcissism as a threat-sensitive mechanism that amplifies collective mobilization, shaping both ingroup protection and 
participation in intergroup conflict in complex and context-dependent ways.

We hypothesized that collective narcissism 
would mediate the relationship between 
perceived immigration threat and a broad 
range of related behavioral intentions.

Measures:
• Collective narcissism
• Perceived threat associated with the arrival 

of immigrants
• Activism
• Radicalization
• Helping ingroup and outgroup members
• Participation in peaceful or violent 

collective action either supporting or 
opposing immigrants

• Political orientation (M = 3.904, SD = 1.614)

Contacts:
ginevra.maltese@uniroma1.it
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Significant indirect effects were observed for:
• Activism intentions (B = 0.067, p = .016)
• Intention to help Italians (B = 0.076, p < .001)
• Violent collective actions in favor of immigrants (B = 0.047, p = 

.028)
• Peaceful collective actions against immigrants (B = 0.065, p = .031)
• Violent collective actions against immigrants (B = 0.064, p = .003).

No significant indirect effects emerged for:
• Radicalization intentions (B = 0.058, p = .067),
• Peaceful collective actions in favor of immigrants (B = 0.012, p = 

.673)
• Intention to help immigrants (B = 0.029, p = .221).

Data collected on October 2025

313 Italian participants
(M = 53.33, SD = 13.28)
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From Cannabis to Conspiracy: The Mediating Role

of Conspiracy Mentality in THC-Paranoia Links

Introduction

Bartosz Siudut , Michał Bilewicz

Method
A total of 254 adult participants (aged 18 and older) took

part in an online survey. After completing a demographic

questionnaire, participants reported their frequency of

THC use and completed a battery of psychological

measures administered in a fixed order.

Faculty of Psychology, University of Warsaw, Poland
*Correspondence should be addressed to b.siudut2@student.uw.edu.pl

Conspiracy Mentality is a generic tendency to view major world events as the

result of secret plots by malevolent groups (Swami et al., 2010).

Paranoid Thoughts revolve around beliefs of imminent personal harm,

malevolent intent from others, and delusions of reference (Freeman, 2006).

Shared Mechanisms vs. Fundamental Divergence:

Both constructs share identical cognitive heuristics, such as the "jumping to

conclusions" bias. However, they diverge behaviorally and focus on different

targets:

Paranoia: Self-referenced threats → typically leads to social withdrawal.

Conspiracy Mentality: Collective threats → closely linked to anti-system

attitudes and non-normative behaviors (Douglas et al., 2019)

Conspiracy Mentality was positively correlated

with both Paranoid Thoughts subscales: ideas of

reference (r = .31, p < .05) and persecution

ideation (r = .28, p < .05), as well as with

frequency of THC use (r = .24, p < .05). However,

Paranoid Thoughts were not significantly

associated with use of THC (p>.05). Regression

analyses revealed that frequency of THC use

significantly predicts Conspiracy Mentality (B =

2.36, SE = 0.73, p = .001), while controlling for

demography. Education turned out to be a

significant negative predictor of both Paranoia

(B = -4.18, SE = 1.66, p = .01) and Conspiracy

Mentality (B = -10.56, SE = 2.69, p < .001).

Mediation analyses of both paranoia scales

revealed the inconsistent mediation effect of

THC use on ideas of reference via conspiracy

beliefs (ACME = 0.231, p = .002; ADE = -0.567, p =

.016; Total Effect = -0.337, p = .126) and indirect-

only on persecutory ideation (ACME = 0.231, p =

.002).

Key Findings:

As predicted, frequency of THC use was associated with

conspiracy mentality, exhibiting a clear linear trend but,

surprisingly, it was not associated with paranoia.

Exploratory analysis revealed an inconsistent mediation

model, highlighting a bridging effect of conspiracy

mentality between THC use and paranoid thoughts.

The opposing sign of the direct effect of THC on ideas of

reference indicates a suppression effect, suggesting an

unmeasured variable acts as an inhibitory force within

this mechanism.

References

The Literature Gap & Research Objective:

The use of cannabinoids (THC) is robustly linked with paranoia

(Murri et al., 2025), yet its connection to conspiracy beliefs

remains largely unexplored. Given their theoretical overlap, a

bidirectional relationship between paranoia and conspiracy

mentality suggests a possible mediating pathway between THC

use and conspiracy beliefs via paranoia-related mechanisms. To

address this gap, the present study investigates the direct

association between regular THC use and conspiracy mentality,

while exploratory mediation analyses test the underlying

mediation mechanisms connecting these constructs.

As this study allows for correlational

conclusions, a potential explanation of these

effects may lie in the link between conspiracy

mentality and non-normative behaviors.

Because Poland enforces strict cannabis

prohibition, individuals with elevated

conspiratorial thinking might be more

inclined to deliberately seek out an illegal

substance, while simultaneously being prone

to developing paranoid ideation.

Future Directions & Limitations:

Longitudinal designs are required to

isolate the direct negative paths that

currently suppress the total effect of THC

on paranoia.

Establishing the exact direction of these

dynamics remains crucial: does THC use

drive conspiratorial worldviews, or do the

psychological components of a conspiracy

mentality predispose individuals to

consume cannabis?

Beliefs in conspiracy theories were assessed using the Polish translation of Conspiracy

Mentality Questionnaire (CMQ).

Paranoid ideation was evaluated with the Revised Green et al. Paranoid Thoughts Scale

(R-GPTS), capturing two distinct dimensions: persecutory ideation and ideas of

reference. Finally, participants were debriefed regarding the true purpose of the study.
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prohibition, individuals with elevated

conspiratorial thinking might be more

inclined to deliberately seek out an illegal

substance, while simultaneously being prone

to developing paranoid ideation.
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isolate the direct negative paths that
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AFFILIATION

INTRODUCTION
Relation between social workers and the system in which they provide social

aid is a complex social phenomena. Because of both historical and modern

day tension, polish social workers often struggle to fully thrive in their

enviroments, finding themselves in a difficult role of mediators between the

victims of exclusion and the system that excluded them. Thus, it is critical for

social workers to examine and reflect on their position within the system in

order to both improve their ability of providing social aid and also to make sure

that they receive adequate apreacieation for their work.

METHODOLOGY

Firsty, a total of 18 short, exploratative interviews with

social workers was conducted, regarding their own

definition of social work and their perception IFSW’s

definition

Secondly, I conducted group interviews with the staff of

6 welfare centers and 2 expert interviews with chairmen

of polish social workers trade unions

Lastly, I conducted observation of a collective dispute

between the workers of a welfare center and the

goverment,

OBJECTIVES AND RESEARCHER
POSITIONALITY

The research was conducted from an engaged researcher’s perspective,

in collaboration with Polish Union Federation of Social Workers. Thus, besides

answering research questions, the research was also conducted in a manner that

aimed to empower and activize its participants, in a way that would hopefully

lead to the improvement of polish social worker’s working condtions.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1.What is the role of undesrtanding in the relations that social workers form

with their clients?

2.How do institutional requierements affect the practice of social work?

3.What are the characteristics of social workers’ postion within the system of

normative reproduction?

4.What are the characteristics of collective identity formed by social workers?

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Based on social theory mentioned below and 18 prelimary

interviews I decided to conceptualize social work as a

relation, divided into 3 interconnected levels:

a) Relation between social worker and their clients

(Merlau-Ponty’s phenomenology, Rosa’s resonance theory)

b) Relation between social workers and an institution,

which supervises them, eg. individual welfare centers (Also

Rosa, Granosik)

c)Relation between the collective idenity of social workers

and the larger systems of normative reproduction

(Bourdieu and Waquant, Heimann)

These 3 levels of structural conditions would further

influence any collective identity and actions that social

workers could undertake as a group (Castells and

Touraine).

SOME OF THE FINDINGS
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1. Knowledge in social work is constantly being modified and

constructed by the ongoing merger of informations, coming from both

academia, contacts with clients and social workers life expierience.

2. Postion of social workers as part of the governing body combined

with social workers employing their "life knowledge" during practice

translated to social work fitting the definition of pedagogical action,

thus participating in social reproduction.

3. Institutions exploit (sometimes openly) social worker's innate

neeed of providing aid to the excluded to not treat them adequately in

terms of workers' rights

4. The dominating form of collective identity seemed to be the.

indentity of resistance, with the respondents feeling repressed and

stigmatised. Interestingly, their presumed idea of how social workers

are perceived seemed to differ significantly, towards the negative

side, from representative data.

5. Habitat of social workers seemed to discourage any attempts of

labour struggles, although some individuals have managed to break

free from that, which was another intersting phenomena.

6. The above context led to respondents being reluctant of starting

any collective disputes, instead wanting to focus on improving

profession's PR - an attitude one expert refered to as "servility".
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